15t Philippine Symposium on Freshwater Biodiversity and Ecosystems 2016
Symposium Overview

This symposium is hosted by the University of Santo Tomas, together with the California Academy of
Sciences, PUSOD Inc., University of the Philippihesitute of Biology, Ateneo de Manila University, the
Association of Systematic Biologists of the Philippines (ASBP), the Biodiversity Management Bureau, and
the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI), in cooperation with International
Sociey of Limnology (SIL).

This 4day event intends to gather international and national experts from the different fields of limnology
and freshwater biodiversity. It will serve as a venue for dissemination of current research updates from
the Philippines andibroad, as well as showcase the results of the USAID / NSF PEER Project of the
University of Santo Tomas and the California Academy of Science on Lake Taal biodiversity.

This event is in cooperation with the International Society of Limnology (SIL),icadcthe Working
Group on Inland Waters of Tropical Asia which would provide opportunities for researchers to interact
and collaborate on future projects

Participants

There were a total of 143 participants during the symposium. This is consistipgrtizipants from
Philippine Government/Research Institutions (53), Philippine Universities (52), University of Santo Tomas
(26), National University of Singapore (11) and Khon Kaen University (1).
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Guest Speakers

There were a total oR0 guest speakers batlocal and international institutions. From University of
Hongkong, National University of Singapore, California Academy of SgiBlat®nal Taiwan University

& Academia Sinica, Taiwan University of Shiga PrefedRe@sgarch Institute for Humanity amdhture,

Japan, Shiga University, International Lake Environment Committee Found&itiga UniversityAteneo

de Manila University, University of Santo Tomas, University of the Philippines, Laguna Lake Development
Authority, National Fisheries ResearchdaBevelopment Instituteand Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center
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June 7, 2016 (Day 1)

Dr. Jonathan Carlo Brionéeft) served as the master of ceremonies on the first day of the symposium

which was followed by the prayer by Mr. Dino Tordes(iflagldle)and the opening remarks of Dr. Maribel
Nonato(right).

The PSFBE 2016 Chair, Dr. Rey Donne Papa, gave an overvielveaygmposium and on how this event
can be a venue for academics to discuss updates on current researches and collaboration especially in the
field of freshwater biodiversity and ecosystems.




Theopening remarks was delivered by tReesidential Adviser dgnvironmental Protectioand General
Manager ofLaguna Lake Development Authorilyan Romeo Nereus Olaivar AcostaPPh
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Special awards have been
given to the pillars of
freshwater biology for their
significant contribution to
research and other areas of
freshwater  biology. The
reading of the citations was
led by Dr. Frants Magbanua
and the awards wergiven by
Dr. Rey Donne Papa, Dr. John
Donnie Ramos and Dr. Maribel
Nonato. Prof. Augustus C.
Mamaril received the
Freshwater Taxonomisiward
for his important contribution
to freshwater zooplankton
taxonomy in the Philippines.



Dr. Roberto
Pagulayan reeived
the Freshwater
Biology Mentor
award for his role as a
research supervisor
to many students
who had them
become successful as
freshwater biologist.

Prof. Emeritus Macrina T. Zafaralla, Ph.D. has been given the Community Engagement and Enaironment
Awareness award for her ability to link research in the field of freshwater biology and community
development and environmental awareness.

!




Ms. Adelina SanteBorja, M.Sc. has been given the Environmental Science Management Award for her
outstandingcontributions to lake conservation both here and abroad.
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Acad. Prof. Rafael D. Guerrero lll, Ph. D. has been given the Public Service Award for his pioneering work
on vermiculture in the Philippines and Southeast Asia. In behalfad. Prof. Guerrero, his son was there
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to receive the award.




The special awards were given Bo. Maria Lourde€uvirAralarand Prof. Ruben Umaly for their co
authorship in the 1988 book Limnology: Laboratory and Field Guide, Plysotca factors and
Biological factors.

Prof. Augustus C. Mamaril, M.Sc. delivered an acceptance spedobhalf of the awardees.

After the intermission number of the UST Singers, Dr. Arvin Diefowsserved as the moderator for
the keynote lectureof Prof. David Dungeon, Ph.D (bottomh).A & f SOGdzZNBE A& SyidaAaidt s
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The audience were given the chanceaise interesting questions to the speaker.
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Outside the convention hall, different laboratory suppliers set up booths for product demonstration.
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For Parallel Session 2, Prof. Jonas P. Quilang, Ph.D:AUPA YI y RSt AG@SNBR | SO
Barcoding and popul@n genetics of PhilihJi yS CNBAKgF G SN) CAaKSag of ST
CNBAGIIAY t K5 2F ! 5a! RSt ADBSNBR ¢ladeiddd of tax@aomic A G A f

ic SR’
FyR SO2f23A0Ft NBaSIFNDK 2y FTNBgEsl G6SNI AyasSoaa I yR
t NPT arall2 ! N oST tKoe5d 2F (GKS ! yAGSNEAGE 2F {1
KAali2NR 2F aylAfta SYyRSYAO G2 [F1S .A6F YR GKSANJI |

This was then followed by a talkkérom Asst. Prof. Darren C.J. Yeo of the National University of Singapore
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was inaugurateddy UST Museum Diceor Fr. Isidro Ab@, OP, USTGraduate School Dean Marilu G. Madrunio,
Ph.D., UP VieBresident for Academic Affairs Prof. Gisela Pa@itiaception Ph.D., DENBRMBASst. Director Antonio
C. Manila, Ph.DUSTCollege of Science Dean John Donnie RamoB, HAkft to right) with Richard Thomas Pavia,
Ph.D. (consultant of the wet exhibit), Cecilia Banag, Dr. rer nat. and Rey Donne S. Papa, Ph.D. (instructors
Graduate School Biodiversity and Conservation Class)exhibition took place from Junéd/June 17, 2016.



The work force of the
Taalaman exhibit, the UST
Graduate School
Biodiversity and
Conservation Class A.Y.
20152016 with their
professors, Dr. Rey Donne
Papa and Dr. Cecilia Banag



Handout of the Taalaman exhibit, a very uséfi¢ 2 f
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exhibit. This setup showcased live specimens of fishes, amphibians, reptiles, and arthropotisned
in glassaquaria




The second part, located at the UST Museum Gallery, was the dry exhibit which presented posters about
Lake Taal and its biodiversity. Photos of notable lakes in the Philippines were also exhibited.
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The day ended with the performance of the UST Salinggawi Dance Twdulpehaving asumptuous
dinner.

June 8, 201§Day 2)

The first plenary session was moderated by Dr. Francis Magbanua and the lecture was delivered by Dr.
Terence Gosliner of the Caliia Academy of Science via Skypke. talked about the Verde Island
Passage: an exemplar of Philippine aquatic megadiversity.

The second plenary lecture was delivered by Prof. David Taylor, Ph.D of National University of Singapore.
He talked abat the environmental resilience and recent environmental changes in Tropical East Asia:
sedimentary evidence from crater lakes.



The final plenary lecture was delivered by Prof. Mudjekeewis Santos, Ph.D of the National Fisheries
Research an®evelopment Institute (NFRDI). He talked about establishing atéwnglanded catch and

effort monitoring (LCEM) to support stock assessment and management of major freshwater ecosystems
in the Philippines.

The parallel sessions of oral presentatfollowed after the plenary lecture4l parallel oral presentations

were conducted and grouped into 4 categories: a) Conservation Management and Policies; b) Philippine
Freshwater Ecosystems; c) Freshwater Ecosystems of Tropical Asia/ Taxonomy &tiegséechal) Taal
Biodiversity. The following are some pictures from the said presentations.
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community assembly of macroinvertebrates along the watershed streams of Mount Makiling, Philippines
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Speakers of the parallel sessions of the symposium




